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How Copper Influences Human Progress

After iron tools came into use at the end of the Bronze Age copper
played a minor role, its chief use being for cooking vessels. Within the
last half century, however, copper has again become important, for the
world has learned to use electricity. Among all the common substances
copper is the best electrical conductor. Therefore no power plant, tele-
phone, automobile, or electrical machinery is made without copper. In
California and elsewhere copper wire now makes it possible to transmit
electric power a thousand miles. The need of good electrical conductors
is growing so rapidly that copper deposits are being exploited on a large
scale in places such as Chile and Belgian Congo far from the regions
where the copper is used. Eight times as much copper was produced
in 1910 as in 1880, and there has been a steady increase in more recent
years. The world's production is now well over a million and a half tons
per year.

Copper Production of the United States. The United States is the
chief factor in the copper situation, for it produces nearly half of the
world's supply, and buys a great amount elsewhere. It is the only great
industrial country, aside from Japan, that has large copper mines. The
American supply formerly came largely from the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, but now Arizona supplies three or four times as much. Oddly
enough the fact that the ore in Michigan often occurs in large pieces of
pure metal is a disadvantage. Copper ore can be smelted more easily
than pure copper can be dug out, for the metal is so ductile that it cannot
be broken by blasting. Arizona and Montana are now the chief copper
states, but the metal is used chiefly in the northeastern quarter of the
country, especially Connecticut (A312). Hence much of it travels to its
destination by way of the Panama Canal.

The Character of a Copper Town. The demand for copper has led
to the growth of many cities such as Butte, Montana, and Bisbee, Arizona.
The surrounding regions have been thoroughly prospected and the copper
industry has assumed a permanent aspect. Hence the towns have lost
many of the bad qualities of the "boom" towns which grow up where
the precious metals are mined. A man may settle in a copper-mining
town with the idea of staying there for life. The chief drawback is that
mining is a hard, disagreeable occupation. Aside from the skilled super-
intendents, engineers, and foremen, it usually attracts a relatively poor
kind of labor. Moreover, most of the copper mines are not located in
agreeable surroundings, for the bare deserts of the region west of the
Rocky Mountains are less attractive than more fertile regions elsewhere.
Another drawback is that the smelting of copper ore fills the air with